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Black History Month  
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According to History.com, “Black History Month is an annual 
celebration of achievements by African Americans and a time for 
recognizing their significant role in U.S. history. It is also known as 
African American History Month and was the brainchild of noted 
historian Carter G. Woodson and other prominent African Americans. 
Since 1976, every U.S. president has officially designated the month of 
February as Black History Month. Other countries around the world, 
including Canada and the United Kingdom, also devoted a month to 
celebrating Black history." 

What does Black History Month Mean to Children and Teachers in Our 
School?  

• Lyla Matheney (5th grade) states, "Black History Month reminds 
me of the empowerment and importance of Black men and 
women.”  

• Rian Banks (5th grade) says, “Black History Month means freedom 
to me. It feels like a family tradition.” 

Stories that inspire:  

 

 

Rosa Parks was an African American 
woman who lived during segregation. She was 
sitting on a bus in 1955, when she was told by a 
white man to give him her seat. She refused to 
give it up and was arrested. Rosa Parks’ actions 
inspired The Montgomery Bus Boycott, where 
many Black people did not ride buses until they 
were given the ability to keep their seat.  

 
George Washington Carver was an African 

American agricultural scientist.  He was a major 
inventor, one of the best in the early 20th 
century.  He also loved peanuts and created over 
105 recipes for them.  

 
Fredrick Douglas is an important figure in 

Black history. He escaped slavery and became a 
talented cool writer and abolitionist.  He was the 
first black vice president nominee and a 
remarkable man.   
 

Mae Jemison was an African American woman 
who went to space. More specifically, the FIRST African 
American woman to go to space. On October 17, 1956, 
Mae Jemison was launched into space aboard her 
spaceship, The Endeavor, from Decatur, Alabama. Mae 
Jemison has inspired many people. 

  

 

Martin Luther King Jr. was a 
highly cherished African American man 
who grew famous after his important ‘I 
Have A Dream’ speech. He helped 
organize the Montgomery Bus Boycott, 
seen above. He always stood for peace  

 and prosperity, love against hate. As he famously quoted, “Hate 
cannot drive out hate. Only love can do that.” 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ask AnnaBeth 
By AnnaBeth Padgett 

Dear AnnaBeth: People always say to “be yourself”, but “myself” 
just isn’t the kind of person people like to hang around with.       
Not Myself   

Dear Not Myself: I think you should be whoever you want to be. 
Be yourself and just do anything that makes you happy. Be nice to 
people and stay true to yourself and the right people will like you 
just the way you are.  

 

Dear AnnaBeth: I have a lot of homework and I do basketball after 
school. I feel like I can’t do everything even though I want to. 
What should I do to keep up with it all?      -Busy Bee 

Dear Busy Bee: Keeping up with lots of stuff is all about balance. 
Try and do your work in small pieces. You shouldn’t do all of it at 
once or you will run out of time and be left to do it all later. Pay 
attention to what days you have basketball on and try to get 
work done before then. 

 
 

 
Lunch Choices Poll  

By Tilly Binks, Marie LaConte, and Addison Horne  

 

 

 
 

Some students at Highland Park Elementary decide to get lunch 
provided by the school. The lunch they get is free. We have 

narrowed down some of the school lunch choices and this is what 
people chose. Here’are the top lunch choices for Highland Park 

students: 

PB&J Salad Beefy 
Nachos 

Mozzarella 
Sticks 

Sub  

109 9 96 104 26 
 

 

 

The student spotlight is a chance to get your name in the newspaper. This month it is all about being a leader. Your teachers were 
asked to choose one kid from each class that represents this trait. Be on your best behavior and maybe your teachers will pick you for 
next issue’s trait: someone that is humorous.  

Hawks nominated for being a leader: Jemeireon Whorley, Nah’Shon Hudson, Aleigha Pope, Samir Peterson, Nicholas Hinds, Elijah Carter, 
Adelaide Coffman, Cora Barge, Lucy Dandridge, Addison Horne, Peyton Young, Johanii Ngaojia, Jeremiah Allen, Ahmad Finney, Zanaria 
Robinson, Levon Hatchett, Isaac Trent, Skylor Ward, Stanton White, Ason Williams, Kainan Latempa.  

Student Spotlight 
 

  

 

 

Favorite Lunch 

Mozzarella 
Sticks 

PB&J 

Salad 

Beefy 
Nachos 

Sub 

 
Talent Show 

By Amnesty Casey 

 

 

 
 

The annual talent show is an event for students to 
express their talents. This year the talent show will be 
held in the PH auditorium on March 23rd. You can do 
many cool things such as art, dancing, singing, comedy, 
magic, or anything else you feel is your talent. Be on the 
lookout for a form to sign up! 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meet Mrs. Bendele 
By Beatrice Livingston, Rose Prim, and Adelaide Coffman 

    
 

 

 

 
 

Meet Mrs. Dellinger 
By Cael Goldberg, Annelise White, and Reeh Rigby  

 

 

Q. What is your favorite thing 
about teaching? 

A. I love getting to create 
relationships with kids and joke 
around with them. I love 
watching their growth, it’s 
awesome. They get to share 
parts of their life with me, and I 
get to share parts of my life 
with them. 

Q. Do you have a message for 
Highland Park students? 

A. To students, make sure you 
enjoy your time here because 
it’s a special place with special 
people. Take advantage of 
activities whether it's in school 
lessons, or specials, or after 
school activities, because 
everyone here really wants you 
as students to succeed.   

 

Q. What's your favorite book 

A. That is impossible! I can 
never just read one book. 
Some of my favorites are All 
the Light We Cannot See, 
Harry Potter and the Prisoner 
of Azkaban, and Cold Sassy 
Tree. 

Q. Do you have any children? 

A. I do! I have three children. I 
have a daughter who’s 
thirteen, a son who’s sixteen, 
and another son who’s 
eighteen. 

Q. Have you been to any other 
countries? 

A. Yes.  I’ve been to Mexico, 
England and the Virgin 
Islands. 

 

Q. How long have you been 
teaching? 

A. This is my twelfth year 
teaching.  I’ve taught sixth 
grade, fifth grade, and fourth 
grade.  This is my second 
year teaching fourth grade. 

Q. Have you taught at any 
other schools? 

A. Yes, I taught at Cave 
Spring Middle School.  That is 
where I taught sixth grade. 

Q. What do you like most 
about Highland Park? 

A. Because of the diversity of 
the students and faculty. 
Everyone is very supportive. 

Q. Have you ever had 
another job? 

A. My very first job was a 
newspaper router at age 
eleven. 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

Q. How long have you been 
teaching?      

A. This is my fourth year of 
teaching.  

Q. How many more years do 
you want to teach? 

A. I take it year by year, but I 
always want to do something 
in education. I want to be a 
classroom teacher for maybe 5 
more years, and then I want to 
do something else in education.  

Q. What is your favorite food?  

A. It depends on the day, but I 
am a big fan of barbeque and 
Chinese food. 

 

 

 

Q. Why did you choose to teach? 

A. I come from a long line of teachers. My 
mom was a teacher, and some of my 
grandparents are teachers. I had a lot of 
teachers that I really liked, and then I had 
a lot of teachers that made me want to be 
a better teacher. 

Q. What is your favorite subject to teach? 

A. Math, for sure! 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Book Reviews  
By AnnaBeth Padgett and Tucker Kootsey 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Title: Watercress  
Author: Andrea Wang  
Illustrator: Jason Chin 
 

Watercress is an amazing book 
by Andrea Wang and illustrated by 
Jason Chin. It is the winner of the 
Caldecott and the Newberry for 
having the best words. It is about a 
girl who is ashamed of her family, 
but then learns about her family’s 
backstory and grows to appreciate 
them. What makes it good is how 
beautiful the pictures are and the fact 
that it contains amazing words.  

 

Safety Patrols 
By Marie Tulou and Emmy Schweitzer 

 

 

 
 

Safety patrols are a big part of the school's safety. To be 
a safety patrol you need to be in fifth grade. Safety patrols 
help with classes and the flags outside the school. They also 
make sure everyone walks and follows the rules. Some 
examples of jobs are flag patrol, teacher helper, hallway 
monitor, cafeteria helper, and watering the flowers. 

If you want to become a safety patrol you have to be 
good about getting things done, you also must be responsible. 
You must get signatures from two teachers to recommend 
you. Also, you must write a paragraph about why you would 
be a good safety patrol. You might write things about how 
responsible you are. If you want to be a teacher's helper then 
you must be good with children and patient. Safety patrols are 
a big help in this school, and we need your help! 

Mrs. Mercer helps place safety patrols in different jobs 
around the school. We asked her some questions about safety 
patrols so fourth graders may learn more about a role they 
could take on in fifth grade.  
Q. Why do we have safety patrols?  
A. We have safety patrols to help the school run more 
smoothly in a safe and helpful way. 
Q. What do you look for in a safety patrol? 
A. First, each student must provide a recommendation from a 
teacher, because that shows me a student exhibits qualities 
important to being a good safety patrol. Qualities include 
being trustworthy, responsible, respectful, fair, and kind. 
Q. Do y0u think safety patrols make a difference? 
A. Absolutely! Patrols make a positive difference each day in 
school. In addition, they carry their developing skill set into 
the world which also makes a difference. 

 

Title: Ground Zero  

Author: Alan Gratz  

Ground Zero is a gripping 
historical fiction novel about 9/11 that 
is very realistic. So realistic in fact, that 
it is hard to believe he made up the 
characters. It starts with a boy named 
Brandon who has just run away from 
his dad while they are on the top floor 
of the North Tower. The other story in 
the book is about an Afghan girl named 
Reshmina who has found a blind 
American soldier while going out for 
wood. The parallel stories give a look at 
9/11 and its lasting effects. Ground Zero 
is an enjoyable book to read and is a 
good pick for kids who have read 
Refugee or Allies which are both also 
good books by Gratz. 

      



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fun Facts 
By Lyla Matheny and Free Harris 

1. Scientists believe there is a planet in space that is entirely formed 
from diamonds.  

2. An astronaut’s footprint on the moon can last as much as 100 million 
years. 

3. Long ago, chocolate was viewed as much more valuable than gold.  
4. The anime with the most episodes is called Sazae-san with 7,071 

episodes holds the world record for the most episodes for an anime  
5. Your eye can focus on 50 different objects every second  
6. The average person has about 100,000-150,000 strands of hair   
7. The Turritopsis Dohrnii, is a species of jellyfish that is immortal  

 

Word Search 
By Evelyn Strup and Denman Blanchard  

 

 

 

 

 
 

Quote of the Month 
Chosen by Amnesty Casey 

 
“There is always light. If only we’re brave enough to see it. If 

only we’re brave enough to be it.”  
- Amanda Gorman (The Hill We Climb) 

 

 

Can you find these people? 

 Rosa Parks 

Muhammad Ali 

Harriet Tubman  

Barack Obama 

Madam CJ Walker 

Amanda Gorman  

 

Student Leadership  
By Diana Dietz and Viana Garland 

 

 

 
 

Leadership Team is a student-
run group that helps make decisions 
and assists around the school. 
Leadership consists of twelve fifth grade 
students. At the beginning of the school 
year Ms. Roy talks to students about 
leadership. If students express interest, 
they are told to let their teachers know. 
From there, based off teacher 
recommendations, twelve students are 
chosen. This year's Leadership Team 

Martin Luther  

    
includes Diana Dietz, Cricket O’Keeffe, Charlotte Gick, Norah Harper, 
Desmond Garnett, Harleigh Stamper-Dizon, Kenyia Barnett-Johnson, 
Aamir Adams, Amari Robinson, Michael Reyes, VJ Motley, and Calistie 
Lawson-Cubberley. Typically, members of the leadership team possess 
these qualities; decision makers, class representatives, students with 
potential leadership qualities, a desire for greatness, and are people who 
like to work as a team. If you have similar traits, then next year or in a 
few years you could be on the Leadership Team. Leadership, with Ms. 
Roy's guidance, helped think of days for Red Ribbon Week, assisted with 
the recycling project and helped with field day. Leadership team is a 
great organization, and a terrific addition to Highland Park. 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 
    

 
 

Crossword Puzzle 
By Denman Blanchard and Evelyn Strup  

Comic Corner   

 

 

Down 
1. ___ is the common color 
for love. It is also a prime 
color.  

2. __________ day is the 
fourteenth of February.  

4. Who is the god of love?  

5. A symbol of love. 

Across 

3. You might get heart 
shaped ______ on 
valentine’s day.  

6. Valentine’s Day is to 
express your ____.  

7. Play with your 
_______ on Valentine’s 
Day (You should also 

see them more than just 
on Valentine’s Day too.) 

Artists Wanted: Do you like to draw? Submit a comic to be featured 
in the newspaper by turning it in to Ms. King in room 137! 


